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SHALL make no other Introduction to the 
following Moral Effay, than to inform the 
Reader, That it 1s written by Sir Enlace 
Locker, the Founder of our Society. 


Tis the Province of true Judgment, to difcern 
the diffimilitude and different Natures of Things, 
that having a near Agreement and Refemblance to 
each other, are apt to impofe upon undiftinguifh- 
ing and weak-fighted Men, and appear to them 
the i:me: Parfimony and Avarice are endow’d 
with a Conip!oxien and Features fo like to thofe 
of Frugalit’, and Luxury and Profufion carry fuch 
alively Appearance of Magnificence and Genero- 
fity; ond in fhort, every Vertue lying in the 
midit, detween «wo “xtreams, has fo much in 
commea with coch, that to the lefs difcerning, 
"ris dificult to abitract and feparate their Ideas 5 
a thorfand T'>.es we miftake one for the other, 
and be'tow chat Applaufe upon pretended Vertue, 
which is oniy duc to the genuine and real. 

Imrudence is fo nearly ally’d to Fortitude and 
a Praiic-worthy Affurance, that it often paffes up- 
on the Vulgar, for thofe laudable Qualifications. 
The heroick Boldnefs and Conftancy, that ina 
great Man reiult from the Confcioufnefs of his 
Merit and Integrity, is often fo well counterfeited 
by a daring Crimina!, who by the moft unwar- 
rantable Means carries on the blackeft Defigns, 
that the Difference is not eafily difcover’d. Since 
a generous Fire anda dauntlefs Refolution, ufually 
accompany the Actions of brave and elevated Spi- 
rits, enga@’d inthe Purfuit of fome honourable 
End, where-ever Spe€tators fee the like Ardor and 
Firmnefs, they are ready to conclude, it mutt 
arife from the fame Principle, and is employ’d for 
the like worthy Purpofes; and for this Reafon, 
Impudence is fo often prevalent and fuccefsful, 
without any folid Merit to fupport it. When it 
appears at the Bar, it hangs eternally ona Caufe, 


oS Ti¢ 


and never knowing when ’tis anfwer’d, with a 
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Torrent of Words and falfe Eloquence, bears 
down ail Learning, Law and Senfe: Among the 
Profeflors of Phyfick, it fuppiies the Want of 
Judement, Experience and Induftry. Ponte, the 
founous Charletan, ufed todeclare, That of all the 
various Countries, thro’ which he had travell’d, he 
found the greateit Stock vi Credulity in England : 
We have Numbers of People among us who can- 
not imagine, that any Man fhould confidently 
aflume to himfelf the Pawee of Life and Death, 
and at the fame Time be very ignorant and illite- 
rate 5 and tho’ they fee perpetual Inftances of his 
Incapacity, and are deceiv’d every Day by his 
vain and ineffectual Promifes, they will ftill be- 
lieve, and ftill be deceiv’d. 

Impudence emboldens a Man to undertake any 
Task, tho’ ever {6 unequal to his Abilities, and 
carries him thro’ it with Spirit and Alacrity ; it 
enlivens his Hopes, diminifhes the Difficulties 
that obftruct, and magnifies the Means in his 
Hands, that promote his Defigns : This fingle Qua- 
lification will fit a Man, in his own Opinion, tor 
any Poft of 'Truft or Bufinefs, It will make him a 
Politician, without Sa acity or the Knowledge of 
humane Nature ; “twill infpire him with Geogra- 
phy, and teach him the Situation of Cities and 
Countries, tho’ he never before had feen a Map : 
A Man adorn’d with this Vertue, 1s qualify’d in- 
differently to be a Colonel of Hort, a Flag- 
Officer, ora Judge. In Converfation he has great 
Advantages, where he claims an Infight into the 
Depths of Philofophy, is acquainted with the 
Secrets and Springs of Government, arrogates a 
refin’d Tafte in Wit and Criticifm, and puts all 
Learning and good Senfe out of Countenance. 

‘This unblufhing Quality, is likewife the moft 
effectual Means to procure Power, Wealth and 
Honour: “lis craving, mfinuating, importunate, 
and receives no denial: It fupplies the Place of 
Merit of all Kinds, and 20 Vertue is wanting, if 
Impndence +s prefent: “Tis the fhorteft Way to be 
excellent in Science or Bufinefss and one would 


- 


, me 
Liblula 





think that the prefenr Age had generally found 
out the Secret; and had thercfore, in the Views 
of Profit, apply’d themielves more to the Im- 
provement of their Foreheads, than to the Cul- 
tivating of their Underttandings. 

A trontlefs Man, is never to be difturb’d in his 
Opinion of his own. Worth and Capacity 5 1s hard 
and infenfibte to Reproaches, and entirely re- 
vardlefs of his Character 5 he’s unconcern’d at his 
sroftituted Honour, and mindlefs of every Thing, 
Sut his main Point in View, which he purfues by 


Means of any Denomination: In Company, he’ 


inveighs agamit thofe pretended Crimes in others, 
which are really his own 5 Falfhood and Impu- 
dence are the Faults he charges upon his Enemies 
with the utmoft Expreffion of Deteftation, that 
weak Peopte, on whofe Credulity he relies as his 
principal Support, may be induc’d to believe, 
that he can never be guilty of any Offence of 
which he fhews fo great an Abhorrence. 

This inflexible Affurance, of fo much value and 
extenfive Ufefulnefs, which not only covers, but 
cures the Defeéts of Mankind, and adorns them 
with every Excellence, iss not, however, of fuch 
caly Acquifition, as fome People may imsgine. 

'l'o form an impudent Man, of the firft Clafs, 
mutt conipire as well extraordinary native Genius, 
and a Mind well-turn’d for this Perfection, as 
ereat Induftry and unwearied Application. Some 
tndeed have that Felicity of Complexion, that 
being eafy to be inttructed, they come forward 
apace, and make aitonifhing Improyements in a 
little Time. But the greateft Part of Men muit 
take Pains, and undergo with Patience repeated 
Practice, before they can attain this Qualification 
in an eminent Degree, and fubdue the laft Efforts 
of expiring Bafhfulnefs : Before they become fix’d 
and obdurate, they will often feel great Strife and 
Contention within ; and, perhaps, in fome un- 
guarded Hour, feduc’d by the Charms and Allure- 
ments of Modeity, they will yeild to the fudden 
‘Temptation, be furprizd with a Blufh, and re- 
lapfe into a Fit of Shame. The Cafe of thefe 
Men is like that of young Women, who are yet 


Novices in Vice 3 they muit go thro” a Courfe of 


iniquity, that they may at length fubdue all Dif 
fidence, and get a compleat Conqueift over all 
Remorfe. 

And fome of thefe, after long Endeavours to fix 
and determine their fluctuating Temper, will, per- 
haps, {till find themfelves difappointed, and ac- 
knowledge they are unable to extinguifh all Re- 
mains of Bafhfulnefs. 

In the other Extream there are feveral Kinds of 

alfe Modefty; one of which I fhall mention, that 
has not, | think, been taken notice of in Wri- 
ting. 

It ts no genuine Modefty, for any Man to have 

far worle Opinion of his Underftanding, Wit 
and Vertue, than they really deferve 5 this would 
be Ingratitude to our great Benefactor, Injuftice 
to our felves, and Falfhood in our Conceptions. 
Since Truth is a Conformity in our Idea’s, to the 
Objects they reprefent, we ought always to have 
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a jult Perception of our own good Qualities. To 
fer too high a Value on our Merit, or entertain an 
injurious Opinion of our felves, ts equally Erro- 
neous; fince by one, and the other, we equal] 
deviate trom the Rule of Judging Right’ Should 
a beautiful Woman (which *tis hop’d may never 
happen) believe her feif Deform’d, or an ‘accom- 
lifh’'a Gentlenian think himfelf a Clowns; or 
hould a Man of Learning, Senfe and Wit, think 
contemptibly of his Endowments, this would be 
a culpable Diminution of their Merit: Nor wou'd 
it only imply a talle Conception, but ’tis a very 
hurtful Error. This falle Modcity reftrains a Man 
from attempting and purfuing generous Defigns ; 
From a fanity Difidence and Diftruft of his 'La- 
lents and Abilities, he forbears to employ them ; 
and thus his Judgment, good Senfe, and Capaci- 
ty for Bufineis, are in a great Meature ufeleis co 
the World. 

I lament the ill Effects of this falfe Modetty no 
where more thanin the Senate. Florio has all the 
Qualities requird im a great Man. His Head is 
clear, his Apprehenfion quick, and ‘his Judgment 
folid. No Senator has a deeper Infight into pub- 
lick Affairs, ora truer Zeal for the Good of his 
Country. He has, befides this, by his great Pro- 
bity and Decency, and his fine Accomplifhments, 
eb:ain'd the Good-will of oppofite Parties. He is 
a diftinguifh’d Mafter of Police Learning, and an 
excellent Writer 5 and is defeétive in nothing te 
make him fhine as an Orator, but fufficient Affa- 
rance. For want of this, his admirable Faculties, 
which his Modefty will not fuffer him to exert 
in Speaking, are in this Place almott loft. Would 
he apply nimfelf, by degrees, to cure his Diiti- 
dence, What eminent Services might he do his 
Country, and what Glory would redound to him- 
felf? he Honour that Cicero gain’d, in afferting 
the Rights and Liberties of the Romans, by his 
Eloquence in the Senate, was not Inferior to that 
of their Herees, who defended their Natton in 


the Field. 


N. B. There is lately arrived from Germany, 4 fa- 
mous Chymuiit 5 awho, im his unfuceefsful Pur fide of 
the Philofopher’s Stone, after many Years, has found 
out a Liquor of no lels f bortance, than the yer un- 
difcoverd ALKAHEST 3 he calls it’ his CORINTHIAN 
Tinerure: Its Vertue is totake off all foft and ten- 
der Infirmities of the Forehead, and to preferve the 
Cheeks from Red’ning upon any Surprize: ‘Taken im- 
wardly to twenty Drops, twice a Day, it gives firdden 
Eafe to any fecret Pains in the Breaft, imparts Boldnefs 
and Refolution to go thro any Difficulty and Dan- 
ger, and effefually hills the Worm in the Heart. His 
Price is Moderate. The Dottor lodges at the BRASEN- 
HEAD in the Minories. . 


This Paper will come out every Monday, Wedneiday 
and Friday, and may be had at Mr. Harrifon’s by rhe 
Royal Exchange : Mrs. Dodd’s and Mis. Boulter’ 
without Temple Bar 3; avd Mrs. Bond’s at Charing 


Crofs. 
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